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He’s Off to See the World, Right?

By: Brianna Riordan

 The stage is set, the lights turned 
low and the MHS Drama Club lights up 
the stage in their most recent production 
Theophilus North. This story of a young 
teacher who quits his job to see the world 
is set in 1926, Newport, Rhode Island. 
Against his parents will, he is determined 
to see the wonders the world has to offer. 
In a clunky old car, he is only able to 
reach the city of Newport and seems to 
be repeating his life, teaching tennis and 
reading to those who ask. To Theophilus, 
every minute spent in Newport is another 
minute he could be off exploring the 
world. Earning his way, he soon finds his 
life intertwined with his clients, uniting 
families, providing the lonely with 
company and quickly becoming the talk of 
Newport’s richer class. North’s discontent 
to be tied to one city does a one-eighty 
as he realizes the affect he is having 
on people’s lives. When he is told that 
only a few hours with him has changed 
the course of their lives, his perspective 
sharpens. He learns that he doesn’t have 

to see the world to be a part of it. North 
finds love, family, and purpose in his time 
spent in Newport experiencing the lives of 
many others. 
 This touching play was brilliantly 
executed by the MHS Drama Department. 
The actors connected to their characters 
to the point where the audience wasn’t 
watching another show, they were there 
with North in Newport. While the actors 
dazzled on stage, the people behind the 
scenes did an amazing job to provide the 
pleasing aesthetics. The costumes were 
simple but ingenious. Due to an actor 
having to play several characters, costume 
change needed to be quick, and costume 
designer Lori Dragoo did a great job. With 
a simple base and a little accessorizing, a 
quick-change was not a problem for the 
actors. The drama club did a fantastic job, 
and has received all positive feedback.

A scene from Theophilus North                     photo by: Alex Winakor

Amending Senior Privileges 
By: Nina Costa
 At the beginning of this school 
year, administration made the decision 
to enforce more restrictions on senior 
privileges.  
 The final decision was going 
to be that the student could pick one of 
their study halls, if their schedule worked 
out accordingly, to either leave early or 
come in late. But of course, these study 
halls must be at the beginning or ending 
of the school day. For the first few months 
of school this rule stood in place, until 
some seniors began to attempt to get the 
“old way” of things back. As reported in 
an earlier story in The Chieftain, in past 
years students never had to pick between 
which study hall or whether to come in 
late or leave early; as long as their grades 
and behavior were well, they could have 
both. 
 The senior student council decided 
to try and take steps to get some leeway 
with their senior privileges. Although the 
rules aren’t back to being able to freely 
pick which study halls seniors can leave 
and come in late for, there is a new spin 
on things. 
 For some students, picking a study 
hall to leave or come in late was never the 
issue, some wanted to be able to stay and 
do their school work in the library instead 
of going home. However, in the first set 
of rules, if a senior picked senior leave 
or late arrival they were not allowed stay. 
With the new rule in place, students are 
required to either sign in or sign out when 
entering or leaving with senior privileges. 
But, if students decide to stay with a 
teacher for extra help or just stay to work 
on homework he or she can sign in and 
state a location. This makes things safer so 
that in case of an emergency, all students 
are accounted for. Seniors have hopes 
to continue to move forward and by the 
second semester receive more privileges 
if all goes well with the new rules.
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MHS SPORTS
Montville Home of the Legends

By: Van Heller

 Kevin Murtha (junior) has been 
invited to play for the U-18 National 
Team, etching his name into Montville’s 
list of legendary athletes. Murtha plans 
to leave for Texas this January to play 
on the national level. Getting Murtha to 
this point was a feat itself. The Montville 
Youth Football League (MYFL) hosted a 
“Kevin Murtha Day” fundraiser to help 
him raise money to get where he is today. 
MYFL helped Murtha because of all the 
work he put into the Youth League when 
he played as a kid, and now as a MHS 
student. On Kevin Murtha’s web page 
new.berecruited.com he explained how he 
tries to help out the youth coaches every 
pre-season. He says he wants the kids to 
look up to him as he did when he was little, 
and hopes they follow in his footsteps. 
  Murtha has always fit the part 
of a football player, standing 6”2’ and 
weighing 285 lbs, making him a force 
to be reckoned with. His athleticism fits 
his physique too; his strength has put him 
in the 1,000 lbs weight club, and his 75” 

wingspan gives him an advantage on the 
field.
 Murtha’s football statistics reflect 
why he was chosen for such prestigious 
honors. He has 37 career tackles and 8 
sacks, giving him titles: All- Conference 
Offensive Linemen, All-Area Offensive 
Linemen for the Norwich Bulletin, 
Linemen of the Year for Montville 
High School among them. All of these 
achievements were obtained in the 2013 
season when he was a sophomore. He 
helped MHS’s team reach the record of 
7-4 and will undoubtedly continue to be a 
central player.
 Montville’s athletic department 
has always been a huge part of the 
community. From MHS swimmers 
commuting to Waterford for practice, to 
hosting events like the Eastern Connecticut 
Conference (ECC) 2014 track and field 
meets, even youth leagues are a vital part 
of Montville’s sports programs.

Kevin Murtha next to the MHS lineman coach.                         photo by: Alex Winakor

World Cup 
Controversy
By: Van Heller
 Controversy is in place for future 
World Cups. The country of Qatar is where 
the Fédération Intertionale de Football 
Association (FIFA) World Cup will be 
played at in 8 years (2022). The minister 
of sports in Qatar, Salah bin Ghanem bin 
Nasser al-Ali, has made remarks about 
how Lesbians, Gays, Bisexuals, and 
Transgender (LGBT) won’t be welcomed 
at the games.
 In Qatar, homosexuality is illegal. 
The minister explained to the press that 
Qatar doesn’t want to appear that, “…
we don’t care about our tradition and our 
ethical values… We can adapt, we can 
be creative to have people coming and 
enjoying the games without losing the 
essence of our culture… .” 
 Al-Ali went on to say that Qatar 
can be flexible with FIFA’s rules and 
regulations. He compared the LGBT issue 
with the alcohol issue; alcohol is also 
illegal in Qatar, but it will be sold in the 
stadiums and hotels during the games.  
Qatar has not formally announced that 
LGBTs aren’t allowed at the World Cup, 
only informing that homosexuality is 
illegal. Unspoken is the “Don’t ask, don’t 
tell” policy. 
 FIFA president Sepp Blatter 
responded to Qatar’s position on LGBTs 
attending the cup in a neutral manner. 
Blatter stated, “Refrain from sexual 
activity.” This statement advising LGBTs 
not to participate in homosexual acts was 
criticized by the public.
 The 2018 World Cup is going 
to be in Russia. England’s team has 
threatened to boycott the tournament 
because of Russia’s offensive behavior 
towards LGBTs and other countries. If 
they boycott, the team would rejoin the 
Cup if a “radical reform of FIFA” would 
be implemented.
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MHS SPORTS

By: Kyle Marsh
 Montville senior Jordan Zeppieri 
will be attending The University of 
Massachusetts-Boston (UMass-Boston). 
Zeppieri will be majoring in Psychology 
with a minor in Education. He will also 
be playing baseball for the Beacons as 
a catcher in the 2016 season. With all 
three of UMass-Boston’s catchers being 
underclassmen, he’s in for some tough 
competition next season. UMass-Boston 
is located in South Boston, right next to 
the Massachusetts Bay. It is a division III 
school and is in the Little East Conference 
(LEC). The UMass-Boston Beacons 
finished the 2014 baseball season with a 
17-24 record and a 7-7 conference record. 
 When asked what made him 
choose UMass-Boston, Zeppieri said, 
“It just felt right” and “It helped that 
they have luxury apartments instead of 

Beacons Shine Light on Zeppieri 

dorm rooms.”  Zeppieri’s other choices 
included Eastern Connecticut State 
University, Montclair State University, 
Albertus Magnus College, and Southern 
New Hampshire University; however, 
none resonated quite like UMass. 
 Zeppieri has received many 
accolades this past season. Without a 
doubt he will be looking to match those 
accomplishments coming into his senior 
year. With a .422 batting average, 20 runs 
batted in, and two home runs (both during 
state playoffs) it will be tough to beat last 
year’s records. Zeppieri was awarded 
All-Area, First Team All-Conference, 
and All State as a junior. The Indians 
have made the quarterfinals for the state 
playoffs 12 years in a row and Zeppieri 
has total confidence that this year will 
be 13. Having already committed, he 

By: Ashley Kolasa and Staff Editor

 New England Patriots running 
back Jonas Gray sprinted into the spotlight 
after his game winning performance 
against Indianapolis during week 11 (final 
score 42-20). Gray owns the second largest 
rushing day of the season (201 yards) and 
the most carries in a game (37 carries). 
He is also the first NFL running back to 
score four touchdowns in one game after 
entering with zero career touchdowns. 
“Gray had the best running day of 
any NFL back in the last 11 months…
First half: 100 yards. Second half: 99 
yards. Postgame: dazed,” wrote NFL 
writer Peter King. After the game, in the 
Patriot’s locker room, Gray commented, 
“When we get home I’ll probably just lay 
in bed and look up at the ceiling and be 
just astonished at what’s going on. I’m 
just writing a great story, man”

Jonas Who?!

 Gray’s path to the pros started 
during his senior year at the University 
of Notre Dame in 2011. He was a 5’ 10”, 
225 pound “power back and a polite kid”, 
as his coach described him. “I figured 
he’d go to the Senior Bowl, get drafted 
and have a nice career,” said NBC Notre 
Dame analyst, Mike Mayock. “He really 
broke out that year. Then he got hurt. Tore 
up his knee against Boston College. I had 
such profound sorrow for the kid (from 
The Perfect Patriot on SI.com).”
 Even though Gray did not go 
to the Senior Bowl and he did not get 
drafted, he got signed to the Miami 
practice team in May 2012 and spent the 
year rehabbing his knee. When Gray got 
cut from the team in August 2013, the 
Baltimore Ravens signed him to their 
practice squad; he was cut loose at the end 

of the season. Gray then signed a futures 
contract with New England Patriots in 
January 2014. At the time, he did not pass 
final cuts and was assigned to the practice 
team. Mayock went to one of the Patriots 
summer practices and found Gray again. 
He commented, “I just lost track of him. 
Then I went to see the Patriots practice 
this summer at Washington, and saw a few 
Notre Dame kids there. He was just a guy 
I kept hoping for. He was a guy who was 
just desperate for someone to believe in 
him.” Gray was finally added to the active 
roster October 16th after teammate Stevan 
Ridley tore his ACL and MCL during the 
week 6 game against the Buffalo Bills. 
Since the Indianapolis game, Gray has not 
received much playing time gaining only 
13 yards the past two weeks.

 photo by: Associuated Press

undoubtedly has only one thing on his 
mind with the upcoming season: a state 
championship.
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ARTS AND CULTURE
A light parade that never 
runs out of juice

By: Gerald Aquino

 The Niantic Light Parade’s (NLP) 
scintillating floats amazed spectators 
again. A particularly popular float was 
Disney themed and had Frozen’s Olaf 
walking alongside to greet fans of all 
ages. It was the parade’s 26th anniversary, 
according to the Connecticut Public 
Broadcasting Network, “This parade is the 
largest and longest running parade in New 
England!” The original date for this event 
was on December 6th, but New London 
County was inundated with rain, and the 
parade was delayed a day. This change 
caused problems for some families. It 
turned out that the Groton and Montville 
Light Parades were occurring Sunday 
night as well, all beginning at 5pm. In 
addition, there were floats that had spots 
in multiple parades. The Jammin 107.7 
float, for instance, that featured a small 
Volkswagon surrounded by Christmas 
decorations was scheduled to participate 
in both the Montville and Niantic Light 
Parades, but schedule changes forced the 
radio station to choose one. 

 The Niantic Light Parade 
wouldn’t be successful without help from 
volunteers. That’s where MHS assistant 
principal Mrs. Tatiana Patten comes in. 
Mrs. Patten is part of the NLP Committee 
and has been on staff for 10 years. “Well, 
as a committee we start meeting in 
September. For years and years, it has 
been anywhere between five or six of us, 
and we are all volunteers…” she said. 
There are many responsibilities within the 
committee that handle all different kinds 
of situations. Mrs. Patten’s responsibility 
involves communicating with participants 
and the public, answering their questions 
over the telephone or through email. When 
it comes to show time, she has the role of 
initiating the parade and dictates which 
float goes next onto the parade route, 
similar to directing traffic. Although she 
wasn’t present at the parade this year, the 
Niantic Light Parade ran smoothly and 
continued impressed the audience.

The Hunger Games: 
Mockingjay Part 1
By: Emma Baxter
 “The Hunger Games: Mockingjay 
Part 1” has hit fans with the result that 
they wanted. “The Hunger Games” 
trilogy, originally published in 2008, is 
a story about a girl who volunteers for a 
deadly game in order to save her sister’s 
life. With worldly success and praise from 
publishers all over the country, Susan 
Collins has written an amazing love story 
that has awed millions.
 Jennifer Lawrence has brought 
the role of Katniss Everdeen to life. 
Showing emotion through every part of 
her body, she shows the readers what it 
feels like to really be a part of the games.
Katniss Everdeen, is brought to the 
underground and disappeared District 
13, after escaping the 75th annual Hunger 
Games, the Quarter Quell, in the Capitol. 
After losing her supposed boyfriend, Peeta 
Mellark, played by Josh Hutcherson, in the 
Quarter Quell, Katniss is left to survive in 
District 13 with her mother, sister Prim, 
and her best friend Gale Hawthorne, 
played by Liam Hemsworth.
 Through the 1st part of the 
conclusion, Katniss Everdeen assumes 
her role in the rebellion against the 
Capitol. With the Districts in turmoil, 
and propaganda being used to persuade 
the people of Panem, Katniss steps up to 
stop President Snow, played by Donald 
Sutherland, and the rest of the Capitol 
citizens. Aided by Plutarch Heavensbee, 
played by the late Phillip Seymour 
Hoffman, and President Coin, played by 
Julianne Morre, Katniss is able to lead the 
people of Panem into leaving the Capitol’s 
grasp on them and creating a rebellion by 
simply being their “Mockingjay.” 
 The 1st part of the 2 part 
conclusion is certainly taking the country 
by storm. The movie has made over 280 
thousand dollars at the box office. With 
tension building, LIONSGATE is keeping 
watchers on the edge of their seats with 
anticipation for the next and final movie 
in the series.

Broadway Kids and Co. Perform at Niantic Light Parade.          Photo By Mike Lopez 
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ARTS AND CULTURE

By: Gerald Aquino
 Front Yard Ocean (FYO), a new 
band, has emerged from the shadows 
and stepped into the public eye with the 
release of their new single, Company. 
According to their profile page on www.
BandCamp.com, the group is made up 
of “…four ruggedly handsome young 
men.” These men are David Pierce, Con 
Marrinan, Magnus King-Patterson, and 
Ben Conover. Both Conover and Pierce 
play the acoustic guitar, King-Patterson is 
on the bass guitar, and Marrinan is on the 
ukulele. 
 Before the group was formed, no 
one had true experience in the music field, 
except for Conover who had produced 
multiple songs and one album before 
FYO. In an interview with Conover, 
he talked about his transition from solo 
artist to group member. “Just a lot less 

Our Very Own Front Yard Ocean

depressing you know, like working 
by yourself versus working with other 
people, working with other people is a lot 
more fun. Even though we may not get a 
lot done sometimes, it’s just sometimes it 
can get a little lonely just sitting in your 
room playing guitar. Also, it’s nice to sort 
of bounce ideas off of other people, and 
see what sounds good, and see what needs 
to be changed.”
 Company is the first song by 
the group and they are in the works of 
producing more. ”It took us like 7 months 
to actually record and release this song,” 
explained Conover. When asked if there 
was a message behind the song, Conover 
said “Basically, just enjoy people, man. 
This (song) is about companionship, this 
is just about friendship.  I can point out the 
exact day that it’s about.” FYO hope to 

By:  Melody Cabarroguis and Staff Editor

   Different holidays are celebrated 
around the world. Excited for our holiday 
traditions, we know that holidays reflect 
on our culture. We’re all happy because it 
is based on our traditions, that our holidays 
reflect us. On Hanukkah, many Jews eat 
special potato pancakes called latkes, sing 
songs, and spin a top called a dreidel to win 
chocolate coins, nuts, or raisins. On St. 
Lucia’s Day, (a day dedicated to honor a 
third-century saint on December 13) many 
girls in Sweden dress up as “Lucia brides” 
in long white gowns with red sashes, 
and a wreath of burning candles on their 
heads. People celebrate this Christmas by 
going to church, giving gifts, and sharing 
the day with their families. In some parts 
of Europe, “star singers” go caroling — 
singing special Christmas songs — as 
they walk behind a huge star on a pole. 

It’s the Holiday Season at MHS!

Kwanzaa, which means “First Fruits,” is 
based on ancient African harvest festivals 
and celebrates ideals such as family life 
and unity. During this spiritual holiday, 
celebrated from December 26 to January 
1, millions of African Americans dress 
in special clothes, decorate their homes 
with fruits and vegetables, and light a 
candleholder called a kinara. In Ecuador, 
for New Year’s, families dress a straw 
man in old clothes on December 31.  The 
Indian culture has recently celebrated 
Diwali, a festival of lights.
 Here at MHS, we are lucky 
enough to have a diverse population.  
Many students celebrate these different 
holidays from around the world.  Our 
current population varies from as far Tibet 
to Peru.  This diversity contributes to the 
climate of acceptance and tolerance that 

prevails in our halls.  At lunch, many 
languages can be heard.  And, if students 
were interviewed, many celebrations of 
culture and religion would be revealed. 
Moon Festival, Warriors Day, Makahiki, 
and Ganden Ngachu, are not commonly 
heard of holidays in most of America, 
but are celebrated among Montville 
Students. We are lucky to be a part of 
this diversity.  It makes our students more 
aware of differences and better ready to be 
the global community of the 21st century.  
Many who are not familiar with Montville 
High School might be surprised at the 
cultural melting pot we have become.  
Outsiders might not expect to hear 
Tibetan, Mandarin and Spanish spoken in 
our halls.  But this is us.  This is a wider 
celebration that extends beyond a single 
day, it is a celebration of unity. 

 photo by: Alex Winakor

expand their horizon and perform live at 
different venues, but for now, the group’s 
music is available for free on their profile 
at www.BandCamp.com.
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OPINION
Nino’s Pizzeria

By: Jordan Zeppieri

 Nino’s Pizzeria is a taste of New 
York City with the luxury of being right 
down the street. Rich Vetrano, owner of 
Nino’s, has put his heart into his newest 
restaurant, Nino’s, calling it his “baby.” 
Well, the newborn is booming. Come into 
Nino’s and you will have some of the best 
pizza around with a classy family vibe. 
 Fried calamari and a traditional 
antipasto are 2 appetizers that are worth 
the trip alone. Fried calamari has been 
the most popular appetizer and people 
love it. Instead of going to Mystic to get 
quality calamari, people can stay closer 
to home and go to Nino’s. The antipasto 
at Nino’s is the real deal. No one will be 
disappointed with a meat salad passing 
as an antipasto. Nino’s antipasto is filled 
with fresh mozzarella, parmesan, soupie, 
genoa, stuffed peppers, artichoke hearts, 
olives, and tomatoes topped with fresh 
basil and drizzled olive oil.
Pizzas are the best sellers at Nino’s as an 
overall product and it really is a slice of 
New York. Nino’s pizza is the best pizza 

around. It is really that simple. Love is put 
into every slice! Nino’s goes through 400 
to 500 pounds of cheese per week and the 
sauce is Vetrano’s pride and joy because a 
great sauce is vital in Italian recipes.
 As desserts go, Vetrano says, 
“Cannolis are flying off shelves.” Nino’s 
also has pies including a very rich 
chocolate tuxedo cake and tiramisu. The 
time and effort put into the desserts can be 
realized by a bite into them. The cannoli 
had just the right crunch along with a 
savory ricotta filling.
 As ambiance goes, one will sense 
a unique family-friendly environment. 
Nino’s is a place to come after working 
in work boots or in a suit and still feel 
comfortable. When walking into Nino’s, it 
is hard to miss the gorgeous stone counter. 
The décor, vibe, and food make Nino’s a 
Montville favorite and is here to stay.

Teachers Be Trippin’
By: Brittany Andrews
 Friendship is only golden if it’s 
true. Without bonding field trips we don’t 
see our friends anymore, and lose them 
quickly. Being loyal to our friends is hard 
when we don’t see them.
 Field trips aren’t just about talking 
and having fun, they are about learning 
too. Each trip can be educational and fun. 
Education is an important part about the 
field trips, but turning the learning into 
something fun would make all students 
enjoy it more. Even if we have a paper 
to fill out on the trips it would still be a 
fun and useful time for everyone. If field 
trips aren’t learning and fun they are kind 
of boring, yet we don’t go on many right 
now anyway. One of the most favored 
styles of learning is field trips because 
it’s enjoyable and we see all our friends 
without the pressure. Adding field trips 
would make it so everyone has a chance to 
take advantage of their school privileges. 
 Not many students get to bond 
like we did on 8th grade or lower field trips. 
We find ourselves losing friends we’ve 
had for years. Just because students don’t 
get to see their friends doesn’t mean they 
lose them right? Wrong. Students begin 
to think that their friends have abandoned 
them because they don’t see them, then in 
return they abandon that friend. I know 
from just this year I’ve lost 3 of my closest 
friends that I have had since kindergarten, 
because I never get to see them on field 
trips, like I have in the past. Students 
don’t even know what is going on in their 
friends’ lives anymore. Sure we have 
Facebook gossip or whatever else you 
use, but the gossip isn’t usually the truth. 
If students went on more group bonding 
trips then we can actually see our friends 
and talk out the problems instead of being 
hurt by exaggerated truth or horrible lies 
seen on social networking. People even 
wrongly accuse friends of doing things 
that they didn’t, and get mad at them for 
no reason.

A Nino’s Pizza                                                                  photo by: Mike Lopez
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OPINION

By: Meagan McAdams
 From the bell-bottom jeans of the 
1970s, to the oversized t-shirts of the early 
2000s, fashion is constantly changing, and 
being recycled. The 2010s show old styles 
making a comeback, such as the bright 
colors of the ‘80s and grungy flannels 
of the ‘90s. However, 2014 has most 
certainly made a name for itself in the 
fashion world. I think the internet has had 
a major influence on the speed in which 
fashion changes. Using hashtags like 
#ootd (Outfit Of The Day) or Pinterest 
pinners creating boards dedicated solely 
to clothing, allow styles and trends to 
spread like wildfire. We no longer have 
to buy magazines, or even go to the mall 
to know the next up- and- coming trend. 
Social media is making it a million times 
easier for kids this generation to see what 
all their friends or all the celebrities are 

Fashion Evolution 

wearing. While some celebrities have 
been sporting some controversial outfits 
this year, I think fashion has changed for 
the better.  
   Some prominent styles that roam 
the hallways of MHS now include printed 
socks with high-water pants, UGG boots, 
maxi dresses, Vans, skinny jeans, etc. 
However, from middle school to senior 
year, I think we’ve all fallen prey to some 
terrible fashion trends. We went from the 
saggy pants of 2007, to the peplum tops of 
2012. Fashion has evolved faster than we 
are able to keep up with. 
 Most people are unaware of the 
psychology behind our fashion choices.  
Wearing high heels, or a nice suit can bring 
about a feeling of confidence that you just 
don’t get from wearing sweat pants. We 
like the way that wearing certain clothes 

By: Ryan Turney

 Miguel Cabrera signed a 10-year, 
$292 million deal, Joe Mauer signed an 
8-year, $184 million deal, and many 
more athletes continue to do the same. It 
seems like time keeps getting longer and 
money keeps getting bigger in the major 
leagues lately. The contracts, extensions, 
and mega-million dollar deals display the 
world’s most talented athletes. It isn’t a 
mystery that some professional athletes 
today are getting paid way more than they 
should be which has people wondering, 
“Should athletes be paid as much as they 
are right now?” This question seems very 
relevant to the current situation in all 
major leagues today. 
 Big deals and big busts seem to 
cover the headlines throughout sports 
channels and news articles. One of 
the many major busts that seems to be 

Overpaid and Overrated

digging up laughs from the sports world 
is Cincinnati Bengals quarterback Andy 
Dalton (6-year, $115 million deal). These 
laughs are for good reason too, with 
Andy ranking towards the bottom in most 
categories as a quarterback such as 15th 
for passer rating, 15th for completion 
percentage, and 12th in yards per attempt 
(according to CBSBoston). These 
daunting statistics bring into perspective 
the thought process of the Bengals 
organization who decided to pamper the 
beloved hometown hero instead of finding 
a new quarterback. 
 Another recent deal is one of the 
biggest deals in MLB history, which is 
a 13-year, $325 million deal for Miami 
Marlins outfielder Giancarlo Stanton. 
This deal isn’t a bust, yet. With numbers 
backing the true talent behind Stanton, it 

puts Dalton’s petty deal in the shadows. 
This talent makes up for the money. Unlike 
the complete opposite in Dalton’s case, it 
is said that, “When he (Stanton) comes 
to the plate, nobody leaves their seat 
(according to Marlin’s president David 
Samson).” Stanton has a lot of work to do, 
but this mega-deal hits the table when all 
seems lost for overpaid athletes. 
 The name of the game doesn’t 
have to be the money and the fame for the 
professional athletes today. Sometimes, 
a little talent and some love for the game 
can go a long way. Enough with the 
disgustingly outrageous payrolls, a true 
athlete would play for the price of the 
game. 

will make us feel and how others will 
view us because of them.

 photo by: Taylor Montminy
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LIFE
“Ivory Tower” Standing Too Tall? 

By: Ryan Turney

 With student debt from college 
tuition rising by the minute, many are 
asking themselves, “Is it really worth the 
cost of it all?” This question rings through 
the ears of young college-bound students, 
giving them second thoughts on whether 
or not they should pursue this path that 
could put them under financially. A recent 
CNN Films documentary called “Ivory 
Tower” aired on television which shows 
the scary truth behind the cost of college, 
including statistics that questions the 
higher education system in our country. 
  Some facts that leave a lasting 
impact about what college is today include 
things like student debt being $1 trillion 
(more than credit card debt in the U.S.), 
the cost of higher education growing, 
“1,120 percent between 1980 and 2010” 
(according to CNN), and more alarming 
statistics. Not only does it include these 
numbers, but factors that show how 
college has been run the same way since 
the very beginning. In fact, it was Harvard 
that emphasized the style of a “four-year 

education” as well as many other factors 
that are accepted in a majority of college 
educations around our country. 
 This documentary not only 
focuses on the negative impacts of 
the current state we’re in, but also the 
alternatives (or benefits) of different 
views on college and how it should (or 
could) be. In one segment, it focuses on 
26 young men at Deep Springs College, 
which is a 2-year college in California. 
This different focus on classroom and 
community involvement on a ranch shows 
how college students can shape their 
education for their own futures, which is 
the whole point behind a valued college 
experience. 
 Overall, this documentary shows 
that the higher education system in our 
country isn’t completely broken, but at 
the pace we’re going, it could lead us to a 
point of no return. 

Manson Getting 
Married?
By: Meagan McAdams
 Charles Manson is one of the 
most infamous men in the United States. 
Manson was the leader of a cult in which 
his followers brutally killed people under 
his direction in the late 1960s. His most 
famous attack was when he sent 4 of his 
followers to the home of movie director 
Roman Polanski. They ended up killing 
Polanski’s wife (who was 7 months 
pregnant), actress Sharon Tate, writer 
Wojciech Frykowski, coffee bean heiress 
Abigail Folger, and celebrity hairstylist 
Jay Sebring. The next day, Manson 
orchestrated the killing of another wealthy 
couple, Leno and Rosemary LaBianca.
  Manson did not physically kill 
anyone himself; he brainwashed his 
followers to carry out killings for him. 
He would tell his followers addresses and 
direct them to kill everyone there. Manson 
was arrested for murder in 1971, and 
sentenced to life in prison. 
 Manson, now 79, is said to be 
marrying 25-year-old, Afton Burton, who 
renamed herself Star. Star first discovered 
Manson when she was 16-years-old 
and was attracted to him because of 
his environmental philosophy ATWA 
which stands for air, trees, water, and 
animals which Manson believes are the 
support systems of life. At the age of 
19, Star moved to Corcoran, California, 
where Manson’s prison is; she talks to 
Manson almost every day and visits most 
weekends.
 Star is convinced they will be 
married, while Manson told Rolling Stone 
Magazine “That’s a bunch of garbage. 
You know that, man. That’s trash. We’re 
just playing that for public consumption.” 
However, Manson received a marriage 
license on November 7. No dates for a 
wedding have been set, but the license 
lasts 90 days. Star is aware of how people 
view the relationship and commented to 
CNN, “The man that I know is not what 
they have in the movies…and the books.”

Movie poster from Ivory Tower.                                Photo By :Associated Press
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By: Brianna Riordan and Staff Editor
 Taking a selfie seems to be one 
of the latest and most popular trends 
of our generation.  Selfies range from 
remembering a specific moment or event 
to showing the world our hairdo that day. 
Even the president has been known to 
take a selfie or two. 
      The word has made its way into 
the dictionary and was touted as the word 
of the year in 2013. The impact of this 
trend is now being looked at. Anyone 
with a smartphone has the ability to take 
a picture and upload it to popular social 
media apps such as Facebook, Twitter, 
or Instagram. Some teens use selfies as a 
quick and easy confidence builder to see 
how many “likes” their beauty shot will 
accumulate. With the editing software and 
the ability to retake a shot, people are able 
to control the image that they project to 

Selfie Nation

their audience. “In my experience, girls 
who repeatedly post selfies struggle with 
low self-esteem,” says Jill Weber, Ph.D. 
from TeenVogue magazine.
       While this is a pit teens can 
stumble into, not all reviews are hatin’ on 
the selfie. Many sources say that taking a 
selfie has become a great way to capture 
the moment without interrupting it, 
therefore successfully capturing the real 
emotions. Psychologist Pamela Rutledge, 
Ph.D. from TeenVogue magazine even 
says, “The cult of the selfie celebrates 
regular people,” whereas before selfies, 
models ruled the self-portrait world. How 
a person takes a selfie all depends on his/
her perspective. As people scroll through 
the multitudes of selfies that no doubt fill 
their phones, they can relive the great 
memories they have captured. 

By: Stefanie Szot

 Buildings and police cars were 
engulfed in bright, orange flames. Smoke 
and tear gas filled the air, blurring the 
festive Christmas lights that read “Seasons 
Greetings” in a vibrant red. The shattered 
glass from looted buildings reflect red 
and blue lights from the countless police 
vehicles driving through the streets, 
attempting to control the chaos that broke 
out in Ferguson, MO after officer Darren 
Wilson was not indicted Nov. 24th  for the 
fatal shooting of unarmed, black teenager 
Michael Brown that occurred August 
9th. Although the facts of what happened 
that day remain up to interpretation, one 
thing is clear: people around the world 
are calling out for change in police 
departments nationwide.
 Most people believe that police 
have a higher tendency to shoot an 

Major Changes After Brown Shooting

African-American than a Caucasian. 
However, there is no definitive proof. 
The database which statistics are pulled 
from is defined as, “…flawed and largely 
incomplete,” by USA Today reporters 
Kevin Johnson, Meghan Hoyer, and Brad 
Heath. Out of the 17,000 law enforcement 
agencies in the US, only 750 contribute 
(statistics from “Local police involved 
in 400 killings per year” on USA Today 
website). It’s important to note that all 
killings and shootings are self-reported 
by the police departments involved; they 
also decide whether a killing is defined as 
“justifiable.”
 Trust between law enforcement 
and the people have been weakened. 
President Barack Obama is attempting 
to reconnect people, mainly minorities, 
with their protectors by suggesting $263 

million be funded towards police training 
and body cameras. “The program, which 
would need congressional approval, 
would offer a total of $75 million over 
three years to match state funding for 
the cameras by 50 percent, helping to 
pay for more than 50,000 of the devices. 
(from “Obama Requests $263 Million 
for Police Body Cameras, Training” on 
NBC News)” After a series of meetings on 
December 1st, Obama commented, “Part 
of the reason this time will be different is 
because the President of the United States 
is deeply invested in making sure that 
this time is new.” The body cameras have 
already been tested in CA for a year; there 
have been less reports of police abuse. An 
advocacy group will be sent nationwide to 
address the problems from Ferguson and 
advocate for the new program. 

     photo by: Michael Lopez
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Studying Freshies

By: Kaylee Kingston and Staff Editor

 Freshmen have many new 
responsibilities being in high school. 
One of the major things freshman stress 
about is midterms. Midterms are usually 
the first big test 9th graders take, so they 
have to find and hone their study skills. 
Many freshmen admit they don’t study for 
most of their tests and that worries many 
of the teachers. But there are  strategies to 
prepare for them. 
 Ms. Fish, a math teacher, gave 
some advice. She stated that reviewing 
previous tests and quizzes will help. Also, 
start practicing some problems at the end 
of each unit, do not wait until the last 
minute. She suggests start studying as 
soon as possible. 
 Mrs. Bibee, an English teacher, 
also gave some good advice. Re-reading 
notes with a pen and re-writing notes to 
enhance knowledge will be a good helpful 
skill to use. Also by completing extra 
exercises in each class from what the class 
has learn so far will help refresh and help 
understand the questions. She said to ask 

teachers to give out study guide or ask to 
review what is going to be on the exam so 
you can take notes and study those notes.  
Studies have shown that self-quizzing is 
one of the most successful strategies a 
student can use before an exam. 
 Being nervous and scared is 
normal before a big midterm. The student’s 
fear of forgetting everything can be a little 
stressful. To help with that, every morning 
students could do a quick review.  In any 
case, talking with someone about the fear 
will probably help at least a little.
 Freshmen shouldn’t pull an “all 
nighter;” they need to get a good night 
sleep before every midterm. Also, eat a 
big and healthy breakfast each morning. 
These tips will help keep them energized 
and fully awake; they won’t be falling 
asleep in the middle of a midterm and 
they won’t have to deal with the annoying 
noises stomachs make when they are 
hungry.  

Holiday Wishes 
Fulfilled
By: Ashley Weekly
 It’s again time for the Polar 
Express project to begin at MHS. Mrs. 
Grills, a math teacher here at MHS, has 
been conducting this project for a number 
of years, and is excited to get it started 
once again. Mrs. Grills commented, 
“Over the years I’ve gotten a lot of really 
good feedback from students, and it’s not 
something that the students necessarily 
are always involved in.”
 The Polar Express project is a 
donation drive that takes place between 
Thanksgiving and Christmas in Mrs. 
Grills’s room. She works with several 
different non-profit agencies that send her 
Christmas and Hanukkah wish lists from 
children each year. Students and staff at 
MHS then bring in gifts from those lists to 
wrap and distribute back to the agencies 
just in time for the holidays. Mrs. Grills 
said, “Knowing that children of all ages 
are having a smile on their face during the 
holidays to me is very important. My hope 
for students is that as they see teachers 
and other students and staff members 
getting involved with this that it might 
be something that they also choose to get 
involved in. I think it makes others smile.”
 Mrs. Grills has no problem 
finding people to volunteer anymore, 
because the Future Business Leaders of 
America (FBLA) have been very involved 
with the project, as well as students from 
her own classes. Mrs. Grills said, “I know 
that there’s a couple of students currently 
at the high school who –when they were in 
my class- kind of saw gifts growing in the 
room, and have decided on their own with 
their own families to partake in this too. 
So for me, that’s really heart-warming.” 
 The timespan this year for 
turning in the presents is much shorter 
than previous years. The lists from the 
agencies are usually distributed before 
Thanksgiving, and the presents are 
delivered before the holidays arrive.

Freshmen study for mid-terms.                                          photo by Patrick Caron
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By: Patrick Caron
What has high school soccer done for 
you?
High school soccer has helped me manage 
my time and give me a lot of discipline in 
my life. Soccer has been a very big part of 
my life and taught me the basic needs to 
achieve in life. It has taught me to respect 
everyone above me and has taught me 
how to be a great leader. 

Do you have a good bond with your high 
school soccer team?
All the upper classman have really helped 
me through the years like Gabe Diaz. I 
would consider him to be my brother. 
He has helped me through freshman 
year especially, and has helped me be the 
player I am now. I felt like I really bonded 
with the upper classman and they have 
definitely helped me through the years. 

Humans of MHS: Noah Cook

What’s that one moment in high school 
soccer that has stuck with you and just 
been a happy moment for you?
Last year I was a freshman so, I didn’t 
get that much playing time but when 
coach Delaney asked me to start for the 
state game, it really surprised me. That 
has definitely been the one thing that has 
stuck with me through my high school 
soccer career. 

What were your emotions as you first 
stepped on the field at that game?
I was nervous because it was my first 
big game and first starting game.  I have 
played in big games before, but this was 
my first big high school game. I was really 
excited and nervous at the same time, but 
like I said Gabe Diaz helped me calm 
down and supported me through it. That is 

By: Isabel Orbe

 As deadlines for college 
applications approach, seniors are feeling 
the pressure of writing a powerful college 
admission essay. The essay allows 
students to reveal their personality and 
who they are outside of grades and test 
scores. Most of the pressure, according 
to MHS English teacher Mrs. Halsey, is 
because, “The college essay is the only 
place, besides a face-to-face interview, 
where you can stand out as an individual. 
There is no other venue to present yourself 
creatively.” A well-written essay can be 
the deciding factor that gets a student 
admitted or denied. Organizations such 
as the National Association for College 
Admission Counseling (NACAC) aim to 
help students while they apply to college 
and therefore relieve some of the stress. 
 According to the NACAC, 

Seniors Stress to Get the Yes
students should stay from writing the 
“common essay” and what they think 
the admission officers want to hear. It is 
important when writing these essays that 
students find a unique, true, and interesting 
topic about themselves. Mrs. Halsey said, 
“How do you make yourself stand out 
as a unique character when you’re only 
seventeen years old, and you might not 
have had any riveting experiences? That 
is stressful! But that’s when the art of 
storytelling comes in handy. A good story 
is convincing and riveting.” However, it is 
also important to remember the question 
asked and keep the essay mostly formal. 
 Another key tip NACAC presents 
is to carefully edit and proofread the essay. 
Most admission officers advise getting a 
second opinion from an English teacher, a 
parent, or a friend. At MHS, Mrs. Halsey 

and Mrs. Baril (also an MHS English 
teacher) are frequently approached to help 
seniors with their essays. Mrs. Halsey 
said she helps students by rewriting over 
and over again and looks at 5 or 6 drafts 
sometimes. Even after all the rewrites and 
stress, Mrs. Halsey says, “Most students 
wear out. It is exhausting to work on a 
draft of an essay until it is perfect. Most 
students give up right before they reach 
perfection.” 
 In order to avoid some of this 
stress, students should get an early start 
on their essays and remember that the 
essay isn’t the most important part of 
their application even though it’s the most 
time consuming. Students can look go 
to Collegeboard.org for sample college 
essays and advice.

     photo by: Michael Lopez

definitely why I look up to Gabe Diaz and 
that is why I call him my brother.
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By: Helena Sun
 Last issue’s Guess the Teacher 
was Mr. Zyrlis, finance and business 
teacher. This issue’s Guess the Teacher 
believes the one greatest virtue someone 
should have is integrity. Her blood type is 
B negative. She would rather vacation in 
Alaska than Hawaii. Her perfect pizza has 
spinach, tomatoes, feta, is thin crust, and 
gluten free. Her favorite goddess is Gaia, 
goddess of the earth. Her favorite class 
in high school was band. She played the 
flute and piccolo. She believes honesty is 
always the best policy. She likes her steak 
cooked medium. She enjoyed jigsaw 
puzzles when was five. A random skill she 
would like to learn is ice-skating. She tends 
to not throw coins into fountains or wells. 
She prefers houndstooth to polka dots. 
Her favorite quote is by Ralph Emerson: 
“Do not go where the path may lead. Go 

Guess the Teacher

instead where there is no path and leave 
a trail.” If it could rain any object for five 
minutes, she would choose daisies. She 
changed the batteries in her fire detector 
last month. She wets her toothbrush with 
hot water before brushing her teeth. Her 
mother describes her as well-rounded, 
smart, and kind. She listened to classic 
rock in high school. In thirty years, she 
sees herself in a cabin in the mountains, 
where she is paid to write. The last time 
she has been on a train was two years 
ago to New York. Her worst habit is over 
thinking. Her dream destination is Ireland, 
where she wants to see the castles. The 
best materialistic gift she has received is 
her first car, a maroon, 1982 Datsun 310. 
If she was forced to listen to one song 
on repeat for three days, it would be The 
Boxer by Simon and Garfunkel. Her least 

By: Catherine Furman

 Most of us know Quidditch as 
a fantasy game played in J.K Rowling’s 
famous novel Harry Potter, but now this 
fantasy game been turned into a reality 
sport. Turning a fantasy sport into a real 
one has inspired many people to play 
muggle Quidditch (Quidditch played 
by non-magical human beings). As the 
game is adapted from the book, no one 
was very certain of the exact rules, as a 
consequence, there are various differing 
versions of the game. 
 The (United States Quidditch) 
USQ was formed at Middlebury College 
in Vermont, where the first ever game was 
played in October of 2005. Middlebury 
College decided to make Quidditch a real 
sport so that students would be inspired to 
play and get physically active and live a 
socially engaged life. 

Bringing Fantasy to Real Life?
 The game started becoming 
big when Harry Potter fans saw it being 
brought to life and thought it would be a 
good idea to join in on the fun. Actually, 
you do not need to read the books or 
watch any of the movies to be involved 
in the game. A lot of the players that play 
have never read or watched anything that 
has anything to do with Harry Potter.   
Getting tired of playing the same college 
teams over and over The (International 
Quidditch Association) IQA created a 
Quidditch World Cup. In 2012 there 
were over 110 teams that were a part of 
the IQA. In January of 2013 the cup was 
televised on the Buckeye Cable Sports 
Network and also MTV. Today’s IQA 
World Cup has 300 teams that participate 
in about 8 different kinds of tournaments. 
The popularity is evident 

 Players of the teams have claimed 
that their hard work and dedication proves 
that they deserve recognition. They are 
very close to making Quidditch a part of 
the 2016 Olympics. Many people have 
very strong opinions about this. A lot of 
people think that it shouldn’t be in the 
Olympics because it is childish and is 
better when you can actually fly on the 
brooms. Opposing them, Harry Potter 
fanatics think that Quidditch is a great sport 
and that it should most definitely be in the 
Olympics for the world to see. Obviously, 
Quidditch will be a controversial addition 
if the Olympics do accept the game to be a 
part of this sporting event. 

A clue to the teacher’s identity
Photo by: Becca Carroll

favorite fairy tale is Sleeping Beauty. She 
has never broken a bone. She spends her 
summer Sunday nights around a bon fire 
in the backyard.

Interested in joining The 
Chieftain?

See Mrs. Laurencot for 
information


